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Engagement Activities & Idea Examples for Delivery of Expo Education

Session Delivery Formats
IAEE strongly encourages speakers to design creative, engaging sessions that promote active learning and meaningful networking among attendees. This allows thoughtful, interactive programming that aligns with IAEE’s mission to deliver high-impact educational experiences. 

Below are examples of how you can incorporate engagement activities and ideas into each of the following session types.

Education Session Workshops
· Length: 60 or 45 minutes
· Presenters: 1–2 maximum
· Focus: Deliver valuable, actionable content with clear takeaways that attendees can apply immediately in their professional roles.
· Engagement Requirements: 
Must include a dedicated audience participation activity during the session to facilitate group discussions or exercises.
· Start with Engagement 
· Open with an icebreaker or a quick poll/question relevant to the topic to gauge baseline knowledge or opinions. This immediately draws attendees in and builds connection.
· Chunk Content with Interaction
· Break your content into smaller segments (10-15 minutes each) with an interactive activity or discussion after each segment. This prevents cognitive overload and keeps energy high.
· Use Interactive Activities
· Think-Pair-Share: Pose a question, have attendees think individually, then discuss with a neighbor before sharing insights with the group.
· Quick Polls or Quizzes
· Use tools like Mentimeter, Slido, or show-of-hands to gather instant feedback or test knowledge.
· Case Examples or Scenarios
· Present a brief problem and solicit audience ideas on solutions.
· Incorporate Group Discussions or Problem-Solving
· Small group discussions or tabletop exercises help attendees collaborate and learn from each other.
· Bring groups back to share key takeaways with the larger group.
· Use Visual Aids and Multimedia
· Incorporate slides, infographics, videos, or demonstrations to illustrate key points and cater to different learning styles.
· Ask Open-Ended Questions and Facilitate Dialogue
· Encourage attendees to share experiences or challenges related to your topic.
· Respond to their inputs to foster a dynamic two-way exchange. 
· Planning: Presenters should be prepared to detail these interactive elements with IAEE staff during the pre-event speaker call.

Panel Discussions
· Length: 60 or 45 minutes
· Participants: 3 panelists plus 1 moderator
· Format: Moderated discussion or interview-style. Use of PowerPoint slides is optional but uncommon.
· Engagement Requirements:
Must include dedicated time for audience engagement such as:
· Audience Sharing and Q&A
· During certain segments, stop and pause to allow an audience member or two to share in the discussion, maybe by posing a question to the audience.
· Dedicate multiple specific times for audience questions rather than waiting till the end.
· Utilize Polling
· Use tools like Slido, or Mentimeter polls to ask the audience questions related to the topic.
· Share poll results in real time to spark discussion or contrast with panelist opinions.
· Group Sharing
· Find a segment of the discussion and allow small groups or pairs to discuss a question.
· Invite a few volunteers to share insights with the panel. 
· Present a Brief Case or Dilemma by the Panel
· Ask the audience to weigh in or suggest solutions before panelists respond.
· This can be done via show of hands, polling, or shout-out responses.
· Planning: Presenters should be prepared to detail these interactive elements with IAEE staff during the pre-event speaker call.

Case Study Sessions
· Length: 60 or 45 minutes
· Presenters: Up to 3 maximum presenters or if a panel session, can be a moderator and 3 panelists (no exceptions)
· Content: Present real-life event case studies including challenges faced, solutions implemented, and practical tips.
· Engagement Requirements: 
Must include a dedicated audience participation activity during the session to facilitate group discussions or exercises.
· Present a brief case or dilemma and ask the audience to weigh in or suggest solutions before panelists respond. This can be done via show of hands, polling, or shout-out responses.
· Use Interactive Polls or Voting 
· Present key decision points from the case study and allow the audience to vote on possible actions using live polling tools. 
· Share poll results instantly and discuss how the panel’s approach aligned or differed.
· Break the Case Into Segments with Audience Input 
· Present the case study step-by-step, and after each segment, pause to invite reactions, questions, or discuss alternative strategies. 
· Encourage reflection and active processing of information.
· Incorporate Small Group or Partner Discussions (if format allows) 
· Have attendees briefly discuss specific aspects of the case in pairs or small groups, then share insights with the larger group or panel.
· Facilitate a Q&A Focused on Lessons Learned 
· Encourage attendees to share their own relevant experiences or challenges throughout the session.
· After presenting the challenges and solutions, open the floor for audience questions throughout various segments of the presentation
· At the end, save time to have attendees share examples of how to apply lessons from the session in their own contexts. 
· Use “What Would You Do?” Scenarios 
· Present a dilemma or challenge from the case without revealing the solution. Invite audience members to suggest actions or strategies before revealing what was actually done.
· Incorporate Visual Aids and Storytelling 
· Use photos, charts, timelines, or brief videos to make the case study more vivid and relatable. 
· Storytelling keeps attention and helps the audience connect emotionally and intellectually.
· Planning: Presenters should be prepared to detail these interactive elements with IAEE staff during the pre-event speaker call.

Sustainability Sanctuary Sessions 
· Length: 30-minute sessions where presenter will include quick tips and takeaways relevant to the session sustainability topic. 
· No additional engagement activities required unless speaker can incorporate in a timely manner.
· It is recommended to leave 5 minutes at end of content to allow time for questions from audience.
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